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From the President
Hello Carvers
ummer is winding down but not the
S
temperature and the humidity. And Wild
Acres is in the rear view mirror so no relief in

sight for who knows how long. But we had great
weather while we were there, just one evening
shower during happy hour and dinner for the
second class according to Bill Robinson. A BIG
THANKS is due to Rod Gatlin for arranging this awesome
retreat year after year. Great instructors as always. This year
we were lucky to have Ron Dowdy and Mitch Cartledge with a variety of
projects too numerous to list but I will have projects on hand into next
year. Make sure you leave space available in your calendar next August,
2023.
Now for something I hope we don’t have to do next year
at Wild Acres and this will also serve as notice to those
who don’t know. Bob Warner was unable to attend Wild
Acres this year due to the passing of his wife, Pat, the
week before. Many of us were blessed to know Pat and a
tribute to Pat was offered by all attending the retreat this
year. We all offer our condolences to Bob on his loss. God
Bless Pat.

BOB WARNER’S WIFE,
PAT, PASSED AWAY…
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President’s message continued
Saturday, August 6 was another day for the
club to carve and spread the word about
Charlotte Woodcarvers Club at the
Matthews Farmers Market. 26 new names
were added to our new Registration List of
shoppers who are interested in carving and
attending our 2023 Showcase. Each day we
attend the Market we give children about
50 owls carved by our members to get their
attention. The wood is supplied by the Club
and the carving by our members. We have 7
days scheduled this fall and will need about
500 owls for those events at Matthews Alive, Waxhaw festival, and Matthews
Farmers Market. Sounds like a lot but it amounts to only about 5 owls each if
everyone will pitch in with one 12 inch 1x1 each week. Thanks in advance for
pitching in. Next 2 Market dates: Sept 17 and Oct 22.
Our next event is this coming this weekend, Labor Day Weekend at Matthews
Alive. Friday at 9am is table setup for about an hour. Saturday Sunday, and
Monday are full days. Some members will attend all 4 days full time. Some can
do part time 4-5 hrs. every day and some 1 or 2 days. What ever you can do we
appreciate it. Every hour allows someone a chance to take a break. Again
Thanks in advance for pitching in. Neil McGuire is in charge and has a signup
sheet, please give him a call. Neil has directions. Remember Matthews shares
their profits with us and other non-profits. Last share was $700 which pays for
Summer Celebration and Holiday Celebration in December.
Bob Gerbe, President
Charlotte Woodcarvers Club
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From the Editor
Editorial Thoughts for September
This month I have included a part of an article from the Smokey
Neil McGuire Mountain woodcarvers website.
Editor
BEGINNING CARVING Notes
Of all the art forms available to
craftsmen, woodcarving may well be
one of the oldest developed skills in
man’s history. Carved designs and
accents have appeared in furniture
design, the building components of our
homes and places of worship, the
household items that we use every day,
and of course, as simply beautiful
decorative sculptures.
In all art forms mistakes sometimes
happen. No matter how careful you
are, no matter how much time you take
on each carving stroke, sometime,
somewhere, you will make a mistake.
The knife will slip or the grain will pull
your stroke off the pattern line or a
high area will get broken. Just because
a mistake has been made does not
mean that the project needs to be
scrapped, there are several options for
correcting mis-cuts in your carving.
You will learn this with experience.
Don’t worry about mistakes. Just relax
and have fun.
HOW DO I START?
Carvers seldom start carving from just
a block of wood. A blank or cutout is
used or a roughout. Donʼt start
carving on an old piece of lumber
from the garage or woods with dirt
and grit in it. Here are some good
carving woods to start: basswood,
white pine, butternut or buckeye.
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Basswood is the most desired
carving wood because it is almost
grain free and soft enough to carve
easily but hard enough to hold a
good edge. Decide what you want
to carve before making the first
cut. Having a clear idea of your
finished product will help you
make the right cuts.
A blank or cutout is made by
tracing or drawing a pattern on a
piece of wood and cutting the
pattern out on a bandsaw or other
say.
A roughout is made from a
finished carving. A duplicating
machine cuts the roughout by
running a stylus over the finished
piece and cutting out the
“roughout”.
Almost all wood carvers use
patterns. Draw or transfer your
pattern onto the wood with tracing
paper or carbon paper. You can
also use a pattern transfer tool that
heats up. You can make your
patterns from anything you like.
Some very good beginning
patterns come from a coloring
book. …

More to come
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What We Doin’
Wild Acres was a blast. Rod Dowdy the first half, visit to David Boone in the middle, and
Mitch Cartilage the second half. Come next year if you can.

Top to bottom, left to right:
Mitch Cartilage class, Rod
Gatlin, Rich DiFranco,
Marcy Chirdon, Lee Sexton
and Will Cooper, Jim Horn,
Dave Clark and Bill
Robinson.
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Top to bottom, left to right:
Ron Dowdy class, Neil
McGuire, Leon Linet and Steve
Stillitano, Neil Zyp and Jim
Horn, Marcy Chirdon and
Betty Negus
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Calendar
Sept 3-5
Sept 24
Oct 8-9
Oct 15
Dec 6

Matthews Alive
Matthews Farmers Market
Waxhaw Autumn Treasures
Matthews Farmers Market
Christmas Banquet

We will be carving at the Matthews Alive Festival
this year. Come and join us in the fun. We carve
and interact with the public.
We are in the Matthews Community Center room
202. Our schedule is:
Saturday, 9/3, 11am to 7:30pm
Sunday, 9/4, 1pm to 7:30pm
Monday, 9/5, 9am to 4pm.
Come whenever you can, stay as long as you like.
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Club Officers

Bob Gerbe
President

Bill Robinson
Vice President

Steve Stillitano
Board Member

Tom Bowling
Secretary

David McDaniel

Board Member

Rich DiFranco
Treasurer

Board Member
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Rocky Piano
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Neil Zyp
Membership
Committee

Lisa Murphy-Stafford

Showcase
Committee

Neil McGuire
Editor
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